
HAITI EARTHQUAKE 
Two Year Update
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0800 243 575 www.unicef.org.nz 2helpkids@unicef.org.nz
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The children of today are the adults of tomorrow
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Back to School

BEFORE:

• Less than half of 
children went to school.

• 4,000 schools 
destroyed by the quake.

AFTER:

• 193 safe, earthquake-
resistant schools for 
80,000 children.

•	New learning materials 
for 750,000 children 
and 15,000 teachers.

UNICEF Staff Face the Quake

400 EMERGENCY  
PROFESSIONALS

52 STAFF 
+30 HEALTH  

& SANITARY  
PROFESSIONALS 

255 STAFF 

Before the 
earthquake

1
Earthquake 
aftermath

2
Cholera  

outbreak,  
OCT 2010

3
Now, long- 

term building 
capacity stage

4

•	 Build 193 new schools

•	 Give books to 750,000 children

•	 Move people in overcrowded 
camps to safer homes 

•	 Feed 15,300 malnourished children 
in 314 therapeutic feeding centres

•	 Vaccinate 79% population in 2011 

•	 Establish the very first human 
waste disposal and treatment site 
for the capital city.

“I was overwhelmed by the destruction 
and by the daunting task we had before 

us. By planning together with UNICEF, 
children were able to go back to school 

shortly after the earthquake.” 

RENOLD TELFORD, DIRECTOR OF THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION. 



 

Thank you for being a vital and committed partner with UNICEF to help the children of Haiti.
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64% of UNICEF’s items for Haiti (vaccines, school books 
etc.) were bought locally in 2011, boosting the economy. 

Removing Rubble
About half (5 million m3) of the quake rubble has been 
cleared. Great progress! It is estimated to take 5 years  
to remove the debris from the Christchurch earthquakes.
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Protecting Children 

Remember Sterling? The 5 year old girl lost her 
family in the quake aftermath. Without you, she 
could still be alone today. But thanks to your help, 
we happily reunited Sterling with her dad.

UNICEF reunited another 2,769 children with their 
families and registered 8,780 separated children so 
they can be cared for safely.

A major step: the government signed the Hague 
Convention on Adoption, which protects children’s 
rights by creating standards for adoptions.

What Next?
UNICEF has moved from emergency life-saving 
mode to building the capacity of local organisations 
and communities so they can be self-sufficient.

Our priorities for 2012 are to help the 500,000 
people still living in displacement camps find safe 
homes and to ensure all children go to school.


